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About Me I finished my PhD at the Centre for Research in Communication and Culture
at Loughborough University in the United Kingdom. My research interests
include social media and politics, media and international development, and
political communication.

I also work as a communications and research consultant for international
climate organisations like the Climate Action Network and IDDRI.

I have ten years of experience working as a media and communications
specialist in the non-profit sector on human rights and climate justice. My
experience in media and communications are founded on both theory and
practice.

Experience

Published a research report about the prevalence of hate speech on
Facebook in the Philippines. The research used quantitative content
analysis, survey, and interviews and will be presented to the Facebook
headquarters to inform their policies about hate speech.

Researcher and writer (consultant)
Ateneo de Manila University, Facebook Courage Against Hate project funded
by Facebook (February-April 2022)

Developed and produced toolkits and facilitated communications
strategyworkshops on communication and advocacy for the eliminiation of
trans-fatty acids in the Philippines.

Communications consultant
World Health Organization (November 2021 - March 2021)

Currently a consultant for IDDRI's Deep Decarbonisation Project branding
and strategic communications. I am leading the rebranding and and
strategic communications of the DDP.

Communications strategist
Institut du Développement Durable et des Relations Internationales (IDDRI)
(June 2022-present)

I wrote country case studies for IIED's report on green financing. 

Case study researcher and writer
International Institute for Environment & Development  (IIED)
(November 2022)

I manage the Tyndall Centre's online assets including its website and social
media channels. I also produce and host the Tyndall Talks podcast, write
articles about the latest climate science, and design science
communications materials.

Online content manager, part-time
Tyndall Centre for Climate Change Research
(January 2019-present)



Working four years in the Philippine-based organisation, I led projects related to
human rights and climate justice, producing media content and events that led to
increased awareness and education of these issues among the Filipino public.

Advocacy Officer and Communications Director
Dakila | April 2011-January 2015

As partnerships director, I networked with universities and student organisations in
different regions in the Philippines to screen human rights related films. We aimed
to educate young people about human rights. This project reached over 30 cities,
60 universities, and 100,000 students in its year-long run.

Active Vista Human Rights Festival Partnerships Director
Dakila | January 2012-December 2012

CODE-NGO is the largest network of civil society organisation in the Philippines. I
worked in mainstreaming the organisation's advocacies via dialogues between
government and the civil society sector. I also led in producing the Philippine
Development Plan Review, a comprehensive review of the Aquino administration.
This review was presented to government officials in a forum.

Advocacy Officer
CODE-NGO | May 2015 - May 2016

Outreach and Communications Manager
Climate Tracker | January 2016 - May 2018
I communicated the science of climate change as well as climate policies to the
public and managed the organisation's website and social media channels, with
videos garnering over 1 million views and social media following increasing by
1000%. I also produced toolkits and workshops on climate change journalism,
used in over 30 journalism workshops in Asia, Africa, South America, and Europe. I
produced in-depth research reports on the landscape of climate change
journalism in South Asia.

Europe Media Campaigner

350.org | June 2018-November 2018
I worked on communication and media strategies for 350.org's Global Climate
Strike in 2018. I worked with the European team for the narrative and the social
media team to translate these narratives into social media content. I also wrote
press releases and used software such as Cision. The global climate strike got
over 5,000 media coverage, (digital, print, television, and radio) in the EU and was
attended by more than 500,000 people globally.

Experience

Developed and produced a toolkit on participatory communication and led a two-
day participatory communications strategy workshop among members of CAN.

Communications consultant
Climate Action Network (July 2021)

Published research about the changing landscape of youth movements in
Malaysia, Singapore, and Indonesia.

Researcher and writer (consultant)
Heinrich Boll Foundation (August-September 2021)

I supported GROW story production by creating website content and collating
knowledge from peer-reviewed academic literature and publications. I also
supported the GROW team by creating social media and web content, reaching
100,000 people monthly.

Science communicator and writer
Permaculture Association (November 2018 - October 2019)



Sample

products

Link: https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5G-Vv1r5CBcQko2WFZvOG15VUk/view?
usp=sharing
I wrote, designed, and produced this literature review and toolkit for Climate
Tracker to help journalists in communicating climate change effectively.

Fear Doesn't Work and Other Lessons on Climate Change
Communication
for Climate Tracker (2017)

Link: https://reneekarunungan.files.wordpress.com/2018/06/increasing-
resiliency-of-women-in-fiji.pdf
I wrote and designed this policy brief as part of our requirements for the course
Climate Change and Development as part of my master's degree.

Increasing Fijian Women's Resiliency Through
Participatory Governance
for the University of East Anglia (2018)

Link: https://reneekarunungan.files.wordpress.com/2018/03/policybrief-
copy.pdf
I wrote and designed this policy brief as part of our requirements for the
course Climate Change and Development as part of my master's degree.

Policy Brief: Women's Participation on Policy
Governance
for the University of East Anglia (2018)

Link: https://saih.no/assets/docs/Pol-kampanje-2021/Students-by-day-rebels-
by-night_SAIHrapport-2021.pdf
I researched and co-wrote the report on global landscape of student activism
using the case study method.

Students by day, rebels by night? A report on the
global landscape of student criminalisation
for  SAIH (2021)

Link: https://tyndall.ac.uk/news/decolonising-climate-communication-
narratives/
I published an article for the Tyndall Centre on why and how to decolonise
climate narratives.

Decolonising climate communications narratives
for  Tyndall Centre (2022)

Link: https://www.eu.boell.org/en/young-voices-malaysia-singapore
I researched and wrote a report on the role of digital media in reawakening
student activism in Malaysia and Singapore as part of the Heinrich Boll
Foundation's Youth and Democracy in Asia dossier.

Reawakening student activism: a case study of
Malaysia and Singapore
for  Heinrich Boll Foundation (2022)

Link: https://www.greeneconomycoalition.org/news-and-resources/small-is-
powerful-local-green-enterprises-how-to-finance-a-powerful-catalyst-for-change
I wrote the country case studies for the report

Small is Powerful: Local green enterprises - how to
finance a powerful catalyst for change
for  Green Economy Coalition and IIED

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5G-Vv1r5CBcQko2WFZvOG15VUk/view?usp=sharing
https://reneekarunungan.files.wordpress.com/2018/06/increasing-resiliency-of-women-in-fiji.pdf
https://reneekarunungan.files.wordpress.com/2018/03/policybrief-copy.pdf
https://saih.no/assets/docs/Pol-kampanje-2021/Students-by-day-rebels-by-night_SAIHrapport-2021.pdf
https://tyndall.ac.uk/news/decolonising-climate-communication-narratives/
https://www.eu.boell.org/en/young-voices-malaysia-singapore
https://www.greeneconomycoalition.org/news-and-resources/small-is-powerful-local-green-enterprises-how-to-finance-a-powerful-catalyst-for-change


Expertise

Communications strategy
Participatory communications
Climate communications
Advocacy campaigning
Media and Communications
research
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Research Fellow, IDDRI
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Education
Thesis topic: The role of Facebook influencers
in shaping the image and narrative of the
Rodrigo Duterte era

Graduated with Honors (Merit)
Master Thesis: Effectiveness of
communication materials of the Tyndall
Centre for Climate Change Research in
communicating climate science to the
public

Graduated with Honors (Cum Laude)
Outstanding Student Award, graduated at
the top of class

2017

2011

MA Media and International Dvelopment

BA Communication Arts

Loughborough
University

University of
East Anglia

University of
the Philippines-
Los Banos

2022

Organisations

I've worked with

PhD Political Communications


